Tree Management Plan

Dirrawan Gardens Reid

Registration PTR085 and PTR086-Group
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The Platanus x acerifolia trees of Dirrawan Gardens Reid were placed on the ACT Tree Register on 7 February 2012.  They were placed on the register due to exceptional aesthetic and landscape contribution and their heritage connection in one of Canberra’s earlier suburbs.  The trees are located on unleased land and are managed by Urban Treescapes within the Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate.

The Arbustus unedo trees of Dirrawan Gardens Reid were placed on the ACT Tree Register on 2 February 2012.  The trees have been included on the ACT Tree Register due to their connection with Walter Burley Griffin’s garden city concept and the exceptional landscape contribution they provide.  Of particular interest are the tree’s showy flowers and fruit, their age, size and the landscape and aesthetic character of the trees.
Management responsibility

· Ensuring trees in high use urban areas continue to be inspected for health, condition and safety and are maintained as required; 

· Ensuring trees are pruned with the aim of protecting public utilities, enhancing public safety and urban amenity, and improving or maintaining tree health as required; 

· Carrying out remedial tree surgery and the removal of fallen or broken timber following storm events;
· Seek approval from the Conservator of Flora and Fauna (the Conservator) when required (see below).
Minor pruning   

Minor pruning of a registered tree shall only be undertaken by a qualified Arborist with a level (III) certificate using current Australian Standard 4373 Pruning of amenity trees (AS-4373).  Minor pruning does not require approval from the Conservator.

Section 13 (2) of the Tree Protection Act 2005 (the Act) states that minor pruning means pruning (other than lopping or pollarding) done in accordance with AS4373 that-

i. Only involves removing deadwood; or

ii. Does not involve removing any limbs that have a diameter greater than 50mm; or

iii. Is the first pruning in the calendar year, affects less than 10% of the canopy and does not alter the overall shape of the canopy.

Major pruning 

Major pruning shall only be undertaken after consultation with the Tree Protection Unit.  Pruning of a registered or a provisionally registered tree shall only be undertaken by a qualified Arborist with a level (III) certificate using current Australian Standard 4373 Pruning of amenity trees (AS-4373).
Section 13 (1) of the Act states that major pruning means pruning other than lopping, pollarding or minor pruning.
Ground works 

Ground works within the Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) of a registered or provisionally registered tree shall only be permitted after a specific Tree Management Plan has been put forward and approved by the Conservator.

Australian Standard 4970-2009 – Protection of trees on development sites and the

Tree Protection (Guidelines for Tree Management Plans) Determination 2007 should be consulted in the preparation of the Tree Management Plan.

Removal  
Removal of all registered trees requires approval from the Conservator.  Before approval can be granted the Conservator must agree to the Cancellation of the Registration.  In the case of a single tree removal, a new Tree Management Plan must be developed and approved by the Conservator regarding removal.  
Removal of a registered tree is permitted in emergency situations when removal is necessary and is the only option available to protect the health and safety of people, animals, or public or private property.  Urgent Circumstance authorisation must be applied for through the Tree Protection Unit prior to removal.  This can be given on the spot or over the phone.
Specific conditions - tree root management
The Reid Tennis Club has raised concerns about the conflict between tree roots and the tennis court surface. To address these concerns, a root barrier can be installed on the northern end of the tennis courts as shown in blue on the diagram below. The root barrier must be installed immediately adjacent to the fence and must be an impermeable barrier of 1mm thick high density polypropylene sheeting 900mm deep.  The installer of the barrier will be responsible for obtaining service clearances and for ensuring that services are not damaged during the installation of root barrier or during root pruning.  The trench must be made safe and the site must be restored to its original condition.
Tree roots that are invading the courts can be cut at the fence line as shown in orange on the diagram below and when installing the root barrier (blue line).  Cutting of roots must be no closer than 6 metres from the outside edge of the trunk of the trees.  Roots must be cut cleanly (not torn) with equipment specifically designed for the purpose or by suitable pruning equipment. To avoid cut roots from drying out, roots are not to be left exposed at any time. The area must be backfilled as soon as practical. Excavation must only be on one side of an individual tree.

You will indemnify and undertake at all times to keep indemnified the Territory, its officers, servants and agents against all actions, proceedings, claims and demands which may be brought, made or prosecuted against them for any injury, loss or damage arising out of the tree removal and against all costs, damages and expenses which may be incurred by the Territory, its officers, servants or agents in defending or settling such actions, proceedings, claims and demands. A representative from the Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate, Urban Treescapes Unit must be present when the excavation is undertaken to root prune and install the root barrier.
The work must be carried out in winter while the trees are in a state of dormancy.  This will reduce the impact of root disturbance on the health of the trees.
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Delegate of Conservator of Flora and Fauna    15/6/2018
AGREED
