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AT A GLANCE 

Thank you to everyone who provided comments on the Draft Peafowl Management Plan 2018-2023 (the 
Plan).   

The Plan generated a high level of interest locally, nationally and internationally, with over 400 
submissions received during the consultation period. The majority of respondents supported the 
retention of the peafowl. Following this, the ACT Government has decided not to proceed with the Plan in 
its current form and will not be removing the peafowl. 

The ACT Government will work with the local community to develop an agreed approach to the future 
management of the peafowl to be jointly carried out by the ACT Government and residents. The next 
step will be to facilitate the formation of a community group that is representative of the community as 
a whole, to assist with this work. We want all views represented, those that supported the retention of 
the peafowl population and those that wanted them removed. It is important that the complaints 
received over the years are considered as part of the community-led discussions as we determine an 
appropriate way forward. 
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BACKGROUND 

The Plan was prepared by the ACT Government to implement a more strategic approach to the 
management of the ACT’s peafowl populations and to address ongoing concerns from the community 
about the negative impacts of the feral peafowl, particularly in the Narrabundah area. 

The Plan was made available for public comment on the Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS) 
Directorate’s website from 16 April 2018 until 8 June 2018. 

At the commencement of the consultation period, TCCS staff delivered letters to around 70 households in 
Narrabundah inviting residents to comment on the Plan.  The letterbox drop targeted residences in 
Brockman and Wylie streets and nearby La Perouse Street and Carnegie Crescent where the peafowl have 
been known to frequent in the past. 
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SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION 

There was a high level of public interest in the Plan which generated a lot of responses not only locally, 
but nationally and internationally. 

The ACT Government received 411 submissions in total (noting that some respondents made more than 
one submission), including two petitions with over 1,780 signatories in support of retaining the peafowl 
population. Submissions were received via the TCCS website, post, email and Access Canberra, and 
through Minister Meegan Fitzharris’ office as Minster for Transport and City Services. 

Of the 411 submissions, 233 (approx. 57%) directly supported the retention of the peafowl population 
and 60 (approx. 14%) supported their removal (see Figure 1). The remaining 118 (approx. 29%) 
respondents included one person that requested further information and 117 that were critical of the 
Plan but did not express support or otherwise for the retention of the peafowl population. The latter 
included 78 people that were opposed to euthanasing the peafowl and wanted the peafowl re-homed 
instead. 

Figure1: Outcomes of consultation (‘Other’ includes one person that requested further information and 117 that were 

critical of the Plan but did not express support or otherwise for the retention of the peafowl population.) 
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FEEDBACK FROM ORGANISATIONS 

The following organisations provided feedback:  

 The Animal Welfare Advisory Committee - a statutory body established under the Animal Welfare 
Act 1992 as a Ministerial advisory committee representing community views on animal welfare in 
the ACT 

 RSPCA ACT 

 Animal Liberation ACT 

 Griffith-Narrabundah Community Association Incorporated 

 Canberra Pet Rescue 

 Wildlife Carers Group 

 The Animal Defenders Officer Incorporated. 

The above organisations did not support the Plan in its current form, with majority support for the ‘do 
nothing’ option as the preferred approach. 

SUMMARY OF FEEDBACK RECEIVED 

It is important to note that while a majority of respondents supported the retention of the peafowl 
population, there were a significant number of supporters who agreed that some population control may 
be needed to reduce the impacts of these birds on residents and the environment. Of these, most 
favoured the relocation of peafowl as opposed to euthanasia1. Submissions included a number of offers 
to rehome the peafowl, however, the suitability of these locations would need to be assessed before this 
can occur. Issues that need to be considered include animal welfare and the potential environmental 
impact/s of introducing an exotic animal to a new environment. 

SUPPORT FOR RETAINING PEAFOWL 

The comments received in support of retaining the peafowl population have been summarised below: 

 the draft plan is not supported by evidence 

 more research is required 

 plan is going against the wishes of the community 

 love the peacocks 

                                                             
1 The ACT Government has made a commitment to not remove the peafowl from their current habitat, 
any plans to relocate the peafowl would therefore need to be undertaken by members of the public, with 
ACT Government taking on an advisory role. 

 



 DRAFT PEAFOWL MANAGEMENT PLAN: CONSULTATION REPORT  

June 2018 6 

 the peafowl are part of the community 

 put resources to better use (eg fix street lights, homelessness, drug and alcohol addiction) 

 focus on other pest animals (eg myna birds, rabbits, feral cats, foxes and carp) 

 opposition is in the minority 

 this is animal cruelty – stop playing god 

 right-to-life 

 the peafowl population does not pose a threat to the nature reserves, they have been in 
Narrabundah for over 20 years and have not expanded into the reserve yet; they do not wander 
vast distances 

 peafowl have not been identified as a threatening process or a pest species 

 predation by foxes keeps the peafowl numbers down 

 they are peaceful and not aggressive  

 reduce numbers but do not eliminate 

 opposed to total eradication but support some population control to keep numbers in check 

 greater community tolerance is needed 

 adopt peafowl as pets and tag and register them 

 their presence is therapeutic 

 present only a minor inconvenience at most 

 complainants have the option of relocating 

 RSPCA must be kept involved 

 focus on crime 

 keep the peafowl population, not an expensive exercise when compared to other projects 

 hooved animals grazing in reserve areas cause more environmental damage 

 the peafowl have no greater impact than other animals (eg possums, cats, dogs, rats, cockatoos, 
ducks, kangaroos) 

 there is more risk from cats and dogs 

 in Hinduism the peacock has religious significance and they should be protected 
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 none of the peafowl presented to the RSPCA ACT over the years have been found to be carrying 
diseases (comment from member of the public) 

 they are a quirky addition to the urban landscape 

 development is displacing fauna, not peafowl; humans and urban sprawl impact on the reserves. 

SUPPORT FOR REMOVING PEAFOWL 

The comments received in support of removing the peafowl population have been summarised below: 

 the mess is real, the damage is real and the impact on gardens is real, and most of all, the 
nocturnal noise is real 

 peafowl have a negative impact on native animals (small birds and reptiles) 

 they dig large nesting holes, eat plants and destroy gardens 

 have been forced to take expensive (and unattractive) measures to protect the garden 

 they defecate on garden furniture, paving and stairways 

 cause damage to cars 

 droppings are a slip/health hazard 

 motorists swerve to avoid birds – have observed near misses and cars mounting the kerb to avoid 
hitting them 

 they are noisy particularly during the breeding season, and they start calling at around 4 am 

 they are bad tempered 

 should be an offence to feed them 

 suggest if you love them take responsibility for them and contain them 

 consider non-lethal management options 

 beautiful but do not belong in suburbs 

 neighbours are very stressed by the negative impacts of peafowl 

 views of quieter residents not being heard 

 take action before the problem grows 

 please don’t give up or bow to pressure from vocal minority and technology savvy who use social 
media to express their views, many of whom do not live in the area or experience the problems 
on a day-to-day basis 
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 greater weight should be given to the comments of residents directly impacted by the peafowl 
rather than those based on sentiment 

 at least reduce the numbers 

 support complete eradication 

 they are not native and have been colonising new areas, the draft Plan should be updated to 
reflect expansion of range 

 a novelty that has worn off, they are reproducing at a rapid rate 

 counted 44 peafowl – numbers increasing 

 the people supporting the peafowl should put the same energy into saving threatened native bird 
species. 

OTHER 

A number of respondents provided suggestions for the future management of the peafowl population and 
these will be explored further as part of the community-led discussion group, which has been described 
further in this report (noting that the ACT Government has made a commitment to leave the peafowl in 
their current habitat): 

 consider alternative options for population control as described in the Plan, including relocation  

 erect road signage to raise awareness 

 undertake an awareness/education program. 
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MEDIA 
The Draft Peafowl Management Plan generated considerable media interest during the consultation 
phase. 

Articles about the draft Plan appeared in The Canberra Times, The Chronicle, PS News and on the BBC 
News and Punjab News Express (Nevada, USA) websites. The topic was covered on WIN News and the 
Chief Minister’s Talkback radio segment. Radio interviews were also conducted with peafowl supporters 
and a senior TCCS staff member. On 23 May 2018, the Network Ten current affairs program, The Project, 
featured a segment on the Narrabundah peafowl population. 

 

WHAT WE SAID 
At the close of the public consultation period it was clear that a majority of respondents were in favour 
of retaining the peafowl population in Narrabundah. In response, the ACT Government has decided not 
to proceed with the draft Plan in its current form and will not be removing the peafowl.  

However the issues raised in support of removing the peafowl remain and need to be addressed.  

The ACT Government is committed to working with the community to determine an appropriate way 
forward that considers all points of view. 

 

NEXT STEPS 
The ACT Government will continue to work with the community to develop an agreed approach to 
the future management of the peafowl to be jointly carried out by the government and residents. 

While there was majority support for the retention of a peafowl population in Narrabundah, the ACT 
Government acknowledges that there were a number of issues raised by local Narrabundah residents 
that need to be addressed. We are committed to working with the community to address these. To 
this end, we are currently working towards establishing a group of community representatives that 
will work with us to develop a plan for managing the peafowl. All points of view will be considered in 
the development of that plan.   

Details about this process will be posted on the Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate’s 
website at www.tccs.act.gov.au in due course. Alternatively, you can call Access Canberra on 
13 22 81 for further information.   

 
  

http://www.tccs.act.gov.au/
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